
TOWN OF COTTAGE GROVE, DANE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE in accordance with section 60.61(4e)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes, that an 

application for a conditional use permit has been filed with the Town of Cottage Grove by 

Christopher and Heather Dyer. The Town of Cottage Grove Plan Commission will hold a public 

hearing on Wednesday, March 23, 2022, commencing at 7:00 p.m., at the Cottage Grove Town Hall, 

4058 County Road N, Cottage Grove, WI 53527, to consider the application.  The application 

proposes operation of a Limited Family Business in an existing outbuilding at 4075 Vilas Road, 

parcel #0711-163-8650-5. 

 

A copy of the application and additional information concerning this matter may be obtained in the 

office of the Town Clerk, at the Cottage Grove Town Hall, 4058 County Road N, Cottage Grove, WI 

53527 during regular hours, which are 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, or by 

emailing the clerk at clerk@towncg.net. 

 

Kim Banigan, Clerk, Town of Cottage Grove 
 





            jbartol@stroudlaw.com 
 
February 9, 2022 
 
 
VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL  
 
Roger Lane 
Dane County Zoning Administrator 
Dane County Planning & Development 
210 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite 116 
Madison, WI 53703 
 
Re:   CUP Application for 4075 Vilas Road, Town of Cottage Grove 
 
Dear Mr. Lane: 
 
As you may recall, our firm represents Heather and Christopher Dyer with respect to their CUP 
application for a limited family business at 4075 Vilas Road (the "Property").  Enclosed please find 
the following documents: 
 

1. The Conditional Use Permit Application, 
2. The Site Plan drawn to scale for 4075 Vilas Road, 
3. Exhibit A - Legal Description for 4075 Vilas Road, 
4. Our firm check in the amount of $495 and payable to Dane County Treasurer, and 
5. A floor plan depicting the interior functional areas contemplated by the limited family 

business. 
 
The eight standards for approval, the operational plan for the limited family business, and the 
statement of intent for the conditional use permit/limited family business are summarized in the 
Application and discussed in more detail below.   
 
Morgan Data Solutions, LLC ("MDS") is a Wisconsin limited liability company.  Its sole members 
are the husband and wife team of Heather and Christopher Dyer.  MDS is in the business of 
providing administrative services and strategic planning to non-profit organizations and 
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business/trade associations.  More specifically, it assists clients with their marketing, 
membership development, communication, and other administrative/management functions. 
 
In addition to its two owners, MDS employs two other employees who work from their homes in 
Appleton and Verona.  MDS's business hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
MDS often assists its clients plan, organize, and run a board meeting or general membership 
meeting.  Prior to the pandemic, such meetings might have been conducted at the MDS facility.  
However, the pandemic demonstrated to Heather and Christopher and to their clients that virtual 
meetings can be held more efficiently than in-person meetings.  Accordingly, MDS no longer 
hosts meetings for clients at the MDS facility.  If an in-person board or membership meeting is 
required by a client, it is held at a public facility, not the MDS facility. 
 
Heather and Christopher purchased the Property in December of 2021.  The Property consists of 
approximately 5.3 acres and includes a residence, a garage, and a barn.  The Property is zoned 
RR-4.  Heather and Christopher want to relocate MDS's offices from the current location in 
Madison to the Property for two reasons.  First, they want to stop paying rent.  Second, they want 
to work from home; more specifically, they want to work from "barn."  Heather and Christopher 
want to adapt the lower level of their barn to enable them to work from the Property. 
 
A "home occupation" is a permitted use under RR-4.  However, the definition of home occupation 
requires that Heather and Christopher conduct their business within a dwelling not in an 
accessory building, such as their barn.  A "family limited business" is a conditional use of RR-4.  
Because Heather and Christopher want to use their barn for their family business, they are 
applying for a conditional use permit. 
 
The business operations contemplated for the conditional use are limited to (a) offices for 
Heather and Christopher, (b) video production for MDS's clients, (c) video conferencing with 
MDS's clients, and (d) storage of documents and electronic equipment.  Heather and Christopher 
may occasionally meet on-site with a representative of a client. 
 
The 8 standards for approval are discussed below, with further explanation provided in the 
Application and/or the Site Plan. 
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1. The proposed land use will not be detrimental to or endanger the neighborhood health, 
safety, comfort, or general welfare of neighboring properties. 

 
Heather and Christopher's business will be confined to providing administrative services from the 
lower level of their existing barn.  No additional traffic, noise, or light will be generated.  There 
will be no outdoor storage related to the conditional use.  Heather and Christopher expect that 
the existence of their limited family business will be undetected by the neighboring property 
owners.  
 

2. The uses, values, and enjoyment of other properties in the neighborhood already 
permitted shall in no foreseeable manner be substantially impaired or diminished by 
establishment, maintenance, or operation of the proposed conditional use. 

 
Heather and Christopher's business will be operated entirely within the barn and will not impact 
other properties in the neighborhood.  The nearest home to the west (4061 Vilas Road – zoned 
RR-4) is approximately 350' from Heather and Christopher's barn while the nearest home to the 
north (4089 Vilas Road – zoned SFR-1) is over 500' feet away.  The property located at 4141 Vilas 
Road (zoned RH) and the property located east of Vilas Road (4030 Vilas Road - zoned RR-8) both 
appear to be used for agricultural and residential purposes.  There is a wooded buffer 
surrounding Heather and Christopher's property and the proposed conditional use.  Heather and 
Christopher's working from their barn will not impair or diminish their neighbors' use and 
enjoyment of their lots. 
          

3. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of the surrounding property for uses permitted in the 
district. 

 
The conditional use consists of Heather and Christopher providing administrative services 
remotely to MDS's clients.  These services will not create additional noise or obnoxious odors or 
require exterior storage of supplies, equipment, or inventory as might be present with a 
manufacturing use.  Customers will not visit the site as with a retail use.  In short, the proposed 
conditional use will not impede or impact their neighbors from pursuing permitted or conditional 
uses for their lots. 
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4. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and other necessary site improvements exist 
to allow the land use, or improvements are planned to provide adequate measures. 

 
Heather and Christopher's business will be confined entirely to an existing accessory building 
which is currently served with the necessary utilities (with the possible exception of improved 
internet service).  No additional site improvements will be necessary.  Their business will not 
impact the Property's drainage.  Heather and Christopher intend to renovate the lower level of 
the barn.  The renovation will result in two offices, open workspace, a video production studio, 
and interior storage for client documents and electronic equipment (please see the enclosed 
floor plan). The location and size of these areas are largely dictated by existing walls, support 
beams, and doors.  The open workspace will provide a publicly presentable space if Heather or 
Christopher have an on-site meeting with a representative of one of MDS's clients.  The existing 
driveway onto Vilas Road (depicted on the enclosed Site Plan) can adequately handle the 
occasional third-party visitor such that no additional access road will be required.       

 
5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide adequate ingress and egress 

as to minimize traffic congestion in the public streets and the proposed conditional use 
will not present traffic conflicts. 

 
The proposed conditional use provides administrative services which may result in a client 
occasionally visiting Heather or Christopher on-site.  However, this is not a manufacturing use, 
so there will be no truck traffic delivering supplies or picking up inventory.  Similarly, the 
conditional use is not retail so the Property will not be a destination for curious customers.  The 
existing driveway encircles the barn; it will provide ample ingress, egress, and parking for the 
occasional visitor.  There will be no congestion on or off from Vilas Road.  If Heather and 
Christopher are able to work from home, one can expect a net decrease in traffic generated to 
and from their Property. 
 

6. The conditional use shall conform to all applicable regulations of the district in which it 
is located. 

 
As mentioned above, Heather and Christopher's business will be confined entirely to an existing 
accessory building, specifically, the barn located south of the residence.  We understand that the 
barn currently complies with applicable regulations in the RR-4 district.  The renovations to the 
barn are interior only and will not change the height, the setbacks, or the footprint of the barn.  
Thus, the conditional use should conform to all applicable zoning regulations.  
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7. The conditional use is consistent with the adopted Town and County Comprehensive 
Plans. 

 
The Property is located within a Resource Protection Corridor making it ill-suited for new, 
structural development.  However, the conditional use involves an existing structure.  No new 
building or site improvements are contemplated.  Consistent with the Town of Cottage Grove's 
Comprehensive Plan and Natural Resource Objectives and Policies:  (a) there will be no change 
in stormwater runoff, (b) no impact to surface water and groundwater, and (c) no change to 
wildlife habitat. 
 

8. The conditional use will not be located in a Farmland Preservation District. 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding this request for a 
conditional use permit or if there is any additional information you need. 
 
Thank you for your consideration 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
STROUD, WILLINK & HOWARD, LLC 

    
By:  

Joseph P. Bartol 
 

JPB/neb 
 
Enc: Conditional Use Permit Application 
 Site Plan 
 Exhibit A – Legal Description 
 Check 
 Floor Plan 
 
cc: Heather and Christopher Dyer 




	Untitled
	Untitled
	DYER p2 Change-of-Land-Use-Application-6-2021.pdf
	Untitled
	Untitled




